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‘g2 DIPHTHERIA. 
— By P. R. Wacensetter, M. D., 
on Of Selin’s Grove, Pennsylvania. 
,- (Continued fgom page 258.) 
. Sequele. 
2 In those cases in which, after the disappearance 
171.15 of all local disease, the system is left pale, anemic 
S and cedematous, where there is complete relaxation 
6 of the muscular system accompanied by paralysis, 
alk most usually of the muscles of deglutition; where 
h the features lose their expression, and every ray 
a of intelligence seems to have deserted the counte- 
H nance, with staggering gait, vomiting, etc., etc., 
6 time, tonics, and appropriate nourishment, with 
‘i rest, has seemed to us to afford the best results. 
a Particularly is it. necessary for the physician to 
2 enjoin the avoidance of all sudden exertion, and 
pi advise the use of stimulants, before even the 
ie smallest effort of the muscular system. We have 
“ in our mind’s-eye now three patients in whom 
. these curious sequele had occurred, and in each 
—_ of whom recovery was confidently expected, yet 
| w two died suddenly, and immediately after rising 
ae from bed, and while in the act of walking across 
| . the floor, and a third from the exertion of sitting 
4 up too long whilst taking his dinner. 
| fi These results, we have no doubt, may occur from 
: sudden paralysis of the heart, but they most likely 
wd are usually the results of a fainting fit, rendered 
| 3 fatal by the extreme exhaustion of the system. In 
ae these cases recovery will usually follow if the pa- 
tient can be kept up beyond the second week; 
uthors, this, however, in children under five or six years 
R = of age, is frequently difficult to do, and any relaxa- 
bod tion in effort, either on the part of physician or 
rinters, friends, is generally followed by speedy. death. 
With older cases, and adults especially, time and 
cepting proper hygienic regulations will usually accomplish 
ill due, 4 cure. 
id om Local Treatment. 
10 S60 There are not a few in the profession who are 














whilst others, equally eminent, attach no import- 
ance to their use whatever, or even contend that 
they are positively and directly injurious. This 
disagreement among physicians arises, we believe, 
from the same source as does the difference of 
opinion in regard to the question, whether diphthe- 
ria is originally a local or a constitutional disease ; 
some forms of it being benefitted by appropriate 
topical medication, whilst others do equally well, 
or even better, by constitutional remedies alone. 
We are acquainted with practitioners who would 
deem it a dereliction of duty to allow any case of 
throat disease to pass through their hands, with- 
out a daily swabbing with the everlasting nitrate 
of silver. No matter whether the disease be active 
inflammation, ulceration, or that asthenic condi- 
tion of throat, accompanied by pttridity and gan- 
grene, nitrate of silver is the first and last remedy. 
Now we have not the disposition here to discuss 
the merits of this widely used agent, and, while 
we acknowledge its superiority as a local applica- 
tion under certain circumstances, we must enter 
our solemn protest against its universal applica- 
bility in diphtheria, We formerly used it exten- 
sively in solutions of various strength, in diph- 
theria and scarlatina. This we were induced to 
do from the favorabie light in which its action was 
viewed by many eminent authorities, but we must 
confess that our expectations of its beneficial effects 
were by no means realized in any form of the dis- 
ease under consideration. On the other hand, we 
believe we have seen it do harm in numerous in- 
stances. We have seen cases in which the appli- 
cation of nitrate of silver seemed to have initiated 
laryngeal disease, arising, as we supposed, from 
its entrance into the larynx during the struggles 
of the child. Not so, however, with a remedy 
which we have latterly used exclusively in those 
severer forms of diphtheria, accofmpanied by gan- 
grenous sloughing, foulness of the breath, and 
characterized by general ataxic symptoms. The 
application to which we refer is the same solution 
which we give internally, viz. : a combination of the 
chlorate of potash and tincture of chloride of iron, 
only in a more concentrated form. We use about 
one part of the tincture to three parts water, with 
as much of the potash salt as the mixture will dis- 
solve. This is applied to the Xhroat with a mop 





accustomed to rely mainly upon local remedies, 








from two to three times in the course of the day 


266 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


[Vot. X. 


PPADRADRARALALDLADLAALSAYOIOOOee—en—enesaawsawvwvrmnrr es *= ee eeeeeeeeee5erns Soere<a_aeoeoaeeryenan—rn"—a“”"a=s~<‘ rears osreorr1vrn~sra 


and it requires. but a few applications to convince 
even the most skeptical of its beneficial effects. 


The manner in which it acts is as follows :—It is | 
| symptoms, the prognosis will be almost certainly 


powerfully disinfectant and prevents the injurious 
results arising from swallowing the septic secre- 
tions ; it promotes the separation of the sloughs, 
and so modifies the parts after their detachment 
that healthy reparative action ensues, and, by its 
astringent and stimulant properties, changes the 
color of the whole mucous membrane from the 
dusky and livid hue charactristic of impaired 
vitality, to the bright arterial hue of healthy 
action. 

But, again, there is another local remedy to 
which the attention of the profession has been 


directed by several writers upon the subject of | 


diphtheria, from which most marked benefit is 
asserted to have resulted. We refer to the chloro- 
hydric acid. Although in the gangrenous forms 
of the disease, as before described, it has, in our 
practice, by no means answered the purpose as 
well as the combination of the potash and tincture 
of the chloride, there is one form of diphtheria in 
which it is the only application from which we 
have witnessed any good results. We allude to 
that form of it in which the constitutional symp- 
toms have been so slight as to escape the attention 
of the relatives, and in which the first obvious 
symptoms are the occurrence of difficult breathing, 
and the characteristic ringing cough of incipient 
croup. In this form of diphtheria (which will 
occasionally attack one member of a family when 
all the others are suffering from the sloughing va- 
riety) an inspection of the fauces will reveal the 
existence of a well defined, ashy-grey membrane 
of much firmness, of limited extent, and confined 
principally to the uvula. There is some redness 
of the fauces, a sense of soreness, and constriction 
of the parts on swallowing, but no positive pain ; 
the external swelling, if it exist at all, is slight, 
the pulse but little changed, and the child com- 
paratively cheerful, with a good appetite, and in 
apparently no danger, until within the last few 
hours of its life. Under these circumstances, we 
believe the chlorohydric acid, diluted with twice 
its bulk of water, to be the most available remedy, 
and, certainly in our hands, has been the only 
one that has, in the least, arrested the extension 
of the exudation. Im the variety of the disease 
just described, and if seen when the membrane is 
still confined to the uvula and fauces, this agent 
will frequently save life, by preventing the exten- 
sion of the disease to the larynx. Its use hastens 
the detachment of the membrane, as is evidenced 
by its corrugation and shrinking after one or two 
effectual applications, when it is seen frequently 
to loosen its me the parts to which it adheres, 
and gradually roll up in the shape of a scroll until 








it drops off entire, and none is subsequently re- 
produced. If, however, the larynx be once fairly 
implicated, no matter how slight the constitutional 


unfavorable. 
Tracheotomy. 

In view of the almost utter hopelessness of those 
cases of diphtheria, in which the larynx becomes 
involved by the exudation, the question arises, is 
tracheotomy justifiable under the circumstances? 

The operation, in itself, we conceive is not sur- 
rounded by sufficient danger to deter us from its 
performance. Statistics furnish us the history o 
many successful cases, and why, therefore, should 
we hesitate in resorting to a procedure under cir- 
cumstances such as all our past experience teaches 
us, point most unmistakably and inevitably to cer- 
tain death. The fact that so large a proportion of 
recoveries follows tracheotomy, in cases in which 
its performance for the removal of foreign bodies 
becomes necessary, is a sufficient justification for 
the belief that the operation itself need not mate- 
rially increase the risks of the patient. Having 
never operated but once, and this in a case almost 
if not quite moribund, we have little from our in- 
dividual experience to offer on thé subject. Be- 
lieving it, however, the duty of practitioners to 
give fairly and candidly ail their cases—their re- 
verses as well as their successes—we place this one 
cheerfully on record. On Thursday, March 4th, 
1863, I was called to see ‘‘ Katie,’’ daughter of H. 
E. Miller, Esq.,; of our place. The little girl was 
about four years of age, and had been previously 
very healthy. She had ‘been complaining of sore 
throat, with slight fever, for several days. Upon 
examining the fauces I noticed the peculiar exuda- 
tion upon the tonsils, uvula and adjacent parts, 
and, as the larynx was already invaded, I expressed 
to the parents my fears as to the result. She, how- 
ever, improved under emetics of sulphate of copper, 
and, through the efforts at vomiting, seemed to 
have entirely relieved the larynx of the exudation. 
Calomel was then given, with a view to its aplastic 
effects, in small and frequently repeated doses. 
The improvement continued during the day and 
night of Thursday, and on Friday her chances for 
recovery were flattering. On Saturday morning, 
however, I found my patient with a return of the 
dyspnoea* in worse form than before, when I again 
immediately resorted to the emetic plan, alter- 
nating with small and frequently repeated doses 





* That this case was not one of croup but diphtheria, is 
shown by subsequent events. A young lady, who spent much 
of her time at the patient’s bedside, was subsequently taken 
with diphtheria, of severe form ; she recovered and next after 
her, the disease, in well marked form, attacked her little 
niece aged about five years and lastly a younger child, nephew 
of the same patient, was taken, and suffered from the peculiar 
sequela common to diphtheria. ; 
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’ my fears that in her then extremely critical condi- 
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of the mercurial. Chlorate of potash was freely 
given, with animal broths as nourishment. The 
sulphate of copper now failed to excite emesis (an 
unfavorable sign invariably), and little remained 
to be done but to witness passively the train of 
distressing symptoms, momentarily becoming ag- 
gravated. ; 
Sabbath morning found the patient with cold 
extremities, great lividity of the surface, and in a 
state of great stupor, evidently due to the want of 
arterial blood in the brain. Death, apparently, was 
just at hand. At the request of the father, after 
having fully explained to all interested the dan- 
gers and uncertainty ofthe operation, and expressed 


tion the patient might die even before its comple- 
tion, I proceeded, with the assistance of Dr. Hor- 
TENSTEIN, and Mr. B. F. Wurrmer, student of medi- 
cine, to open the trachea. Owing to the great depth 
of the organ, arising from the shortness of the 
little patient’s neck, together with the great 
amount of adipose tissue present, it was reached 
only after a somewhat tedious and careful dissec- 
tion. The incision having been made, an amount 
of secretion almost incredible was forcibly expelled, 
and, for the space of several minutes, it seemed as 
if life was too far gone to enable the patient to 
rally from the suffocation threatened by what little 
still remained in the trachea. Slowly, however, 
she revived, and it was not long until she breathed 
freely through the artificial opening. Nourish- 
ment was now freely given, and in a few hours 
the natural color and expression of the counten- 
ance returned. The operation was completed at 
ten o’clock, A. M., and in a few hours thereafter 
the patient was progressing so finely as to encou- 
rage us with hopes of recovery. We were, how- 
ever, disappointed, as during the afternoon symp- 
toms denoting a return of the exudation were 
becoming manifest, and although treatment was 
assiduously persevered in, suffocation became 
more and more threatening momentarily, and at 
twelve o’clock Sunday night, just fourteen hours 
after the operation, death closed the scene. In 
this instance, although the operation was resorted 
to when the patient was evidently in eztremis, life 
was prolonged considerably, and more time given 
to bring the system under the influence of such 
remedies as the indications seemed to require. 

In this connection it may not be amiss to give 
the following letter from Dr. D, Gusert, of your 
city, embodying some additional experience in this 
class of cases: 

Philadelphia, December 10, 1861. 

My Dear Docror:—I have operated in four cases 
for croup and one of diphtheria, all of which died. 
One of the croup cases died on the third day after 
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operation was postponed until the patient was ap- 
proaching, if not in, articulo mortis. If it were 
not that I have operated in four cases for foreign 
bodies in the trachea, all of which were successful, 
though some of them were infants, I would be 
almost ready to clothe myself in sackcloth and 
ashes, in view of my want of success in croup, etc. 
The favorable result in the latter cases proves to 
me that the fault was not in the operation, but in 
the extreme condition of the patients, as a conse- 
quence of disease. 

I am, however, not willing to advise against the 
operation in membranous croup, in sporadic cases 
when there is no epidemic prevalence of other 
malignant or blood-poison disease, sgch as erysipe- 
las, scarlatina, typhoid or typhus fever. When 
the disease is putely inflammatory, and the pa- 
tient is evidently dying from local obstruction by 
false membrane, and there is reason to believe that 
there is reactive power enough in the system, then 
the operation should be performed. There are 
successful cases on record of the operation. -My 
son-in-law, Dr. Apter, of Davenport, Iowa, has 
performed it successfully twice in croup. In great 
haste, wits 

Very truly, yours, 
D. GiBert. 

To one of the above operations, performed by 
Dr. G. in the winter of 1851-52, we were witness, 
and had the opportunity of subsequently watching 
the case. The case was one of croup, almost in 
articulo mortis, and although death occurred some 
time afterward—do not recollect the precise pe- 
riod—most striking relief to the sufferer was 
afforded by the operation, and the want of succes-, 
at the time, I felt disposed to attribute more to the 
carelessness or ignoranee of the nurse than to any 
other cause. 
It were a cause for congratulation, if all practi- 
tioners who have operated, would give to the medi- 
cal public their whole experience on this important 
subject, no matter how unsuccessful. The results 
would go far to establish, what it should be the 
design of every conscientious physician to ascer- 
tain, either the utility or non-utility of the ope- 
ration. 


‘ELECTRO THERAPEUTICS. 
By H. Lassine, M. D., 
Of New York. 
Galvanic Cautery. 
Mrs. R., aged 29, the mother of seven children, 
of which the youngest is ten months of age, came 
to my office, and from answers elicited to questions, 
I gathered the following history: She has been 
out of health for some five years; has been mar- 
ried nine years; always enjoyed good health be- 





















the operation of pneumonia. In every case the 


fore marriage, but after the birth of her fourth 
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child, some five years since, found her health de- 
clining; was troubled with pain in her back and 
hips and a severe pain on the top of her head; 
some eighteen months since a vaginal discharge, 
which had previously been very slight, became 
more profuse, foetid, and soiled her linen, which 
still continues, and seems to get worse. Patient 
has been much reduced in flesh; has a poor appe- 
tite ; is much constipated ; ‘finds a sediment in her 
water ever since the discharge increased, some 
eighteen months since. Upon a vaginal examina- 
tion I found, as I had supposed I would, extensive 
ulcerations of the cervix uteri, which, from the 
patient’s statements, had evidently been caused 
by two severe instrumental deliveries. The urinal 
deposit consisted of lithates. 

The treatment I resorted to consisted of a thor- 
ough cauterisation, by means of an improved gal- 
vanic cautery, which, by means of a spring, can 
be instantaneously heated to a white heat, being 
connected with but a single cup battery of peculiar 
construction, (the whole apparatus only occupying 
a space of less than six cubic inches.) The cau- 
terisation was repeated six times, at intervals of 
one week. For the obstinate con$tipation of the 
bowels, the following pill was prescribed : 

R. Ext. colocynth., gr. xij. 
Ext. jalap, podophylin, 
leptandria, aa gr. vij. 
Ext. hyosciami, gr. iij. 
Ext. gentian, gr. ij. 
Ol. menthz pp. q. 8. M. 
Ut fiat massa et in pilule No. xv. div., 
cujus una, hora somnia sumtr., and a 
teaspoonful of the following mixture three 
times a day: 
RB. Quine et ferri citras, ij. 
Vinum Madeira. Ziv. M. 

Upon examining patient yesterday, being forty- 
eight days from the time treatment was com- 
menced, I found that there was no purulent dis- 
charge ; urine healthy ; the ulceration of the uterus 
has entirely disappeared, and the organ is in a 
perfectly normal state. Patient informs me that 
she feels entirely well and free from pain; that her 
bowels are regular, and appetite excellent. 

Although this is a very interesting case, I merely 
give it to show the advantages of the galvanic cau- 
tery over the nitrate of silver and other escharotics. 
It possesses many advantages, but particularly to 
be mentioned, are its ease and convenience of ap- 
plication, the operator having only the ebony 
handle of the instrument in his hand, while, until 
he touches the spring, there is nothing cauterizing 
about the instrument, and therefore the operator 
can apply the instrument deliberately to the part to 
be cauterized, without fear of injury, and when all 
ready, he touches the spring, and instantaneously, 





[Von X, 


what was previously harmless, becomes a white 
hot platina point, wire or plate, as the case may 
be. Neither is there any danger of the caustic 
breaking, or falling from the porte caustique into 
the vagina; nor is the operator compelled to stain 
his fingers; and the secretion washing over the 
cauterized surface, cannot carry the escharotic to 
healthy structures. 

While speaking of this galvanic cautery, I may 
add that, with a little variation, I employ it also 
to cauterize the prostate glands, the fauces, 
larynx, uvula, and to syphilitic sores, and in every 
case find its advantages far superior to any other 
method or means of cauterizing. 


EpiroriaL DeEpaRTMENT. 
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Effects of Tobacco Smoking. 

The effects of tobacco on the system has been a 
subject of discussion in the newspapers and medical 
and other scientific journals for some time past. Dr. 
B. W. RicHARDSON, who certainly writes as though 
he was himself fond of the luxury of a smoke, 
comes to the following conclusions on the subject. 
They are published in the London Lancet. 


**1. The effects that result from smoking are due 
to different agents imbibed by the smoker, viz., car- 
bonic acid, ammonia, nicotine, a volatile empyreu- 
matic substance, and a bitter extract. The more 
common effects are traceable to the carbonic acid 
and ammonia; the rarer and more severe to the 
nicotine, the empyreumatic substance, and the ex- 
tract. 

**2,. The effects produced are very transitory, the 
poison finding a ready exit from the body. 

3. All the evils of smoking are functional in 
character ; and no confirmed sinoker can ever be said, 
so long as he indulges in the habit, to be well. But 
it does not follow that he is becoming the subject of 
organic and fatal disease because he smokes ! 

“4, Smoking produces disturbances in the blood, 
of the stomach, of the heart, of the organs of sense, 
of the brain, of the nervous filaments and sympa- 
thetic or organic nerves, of the mucous membrane 
of the mouth, and of the bronchial surface of the 
lungs. 

ae . The statements to the effect that tobacco- 
smoke causes specific diseases—such as insanity, 
epilepsy, St. Vitus’ dance, apoplexy, organic disease 
of the heart, cancer, and consumption—have been 
made without any sufficient evidence or reference to 
facts. All such statements are devoid; of truth, and 
can never accomplish the object which those who 
propose them have in view. 

**6, As the human body is maintained alive and in 
full vigor by its capacity within certain well-defined 
limits to absorb and apply oxygen, as the process of 
oxydation is most active and most required in those 
periods of life when the structures of the body are 
attaining their full development, and as tobacco 
smoke possesses the power of arresting such oxyda- 
tion, the habit of smoking is deleterious to the 


young. 
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«7, In the main, smoking is a luxury which any 
nation of natural habits would be better without. 
The luxury is not directly fatal to life, but its use 
conveys to the mind of the man who looks upon it 
calmly the unmistakable idea of physical detriment. 

“8, But as a luxury tending to this condition, it is 
probably one of the least hurtful of luxuries. It is 
on this ground, in fact, that tobacco holds so firm a 
position ; that of nearly every luxury it is the least 
injurious. It is innocuous as compared with alco- 
hol; it does infinitely less harm than sugar (?) ; it is 
in no sense worse than tea; and, by the side of high 
living, altogether it contrasts most favorably. It is 
most antidotal to gluttony. 

“9, Tobacco may also be considered, in certain 
cases, as a remedy for evils that lie deeper than its 
own, and as such a remedy it will-persist in holding 
its place until those evils be removed.” 


On the above the Dublin. Medical Press remarks as 
follows : 

“The reader of the above will at once perceive 
that Dr. RicHarpson’s observations are as mildly 
condemnatory of the practice of smoking as they 
well can be; while he admits that ‘no confirmed 
smoker can ever be said, so long as he indulges in 
the habit, to be well;? while he enunciates the fact 
that ‘as tobacco-smoking possesses the power of 
arresting oxydation, the habit of smoking is delete- 
rious to the young,’ yet he winds up by saying that 
‘it is one of the least hurtful of luxuries ;? he makes 
the extraordinary statement that ‘it does infinitely 
less harm than sugar,’ and ‘is antidotal to gluttony.’ 
So far we must admit that Dr. RicHARDSON is a most 
competent and unprejudiced judge; but as his ver- 
dict fails to condemn the use of tobacco, on account 
of its direct effects, we must only fall back, in the 
absence of further and more decisive evidence, on 
the common sense view of the case. Let us suppose 
that it is an open question whether tobacco be hurt- 
ful or not, and we think we can show that smoking 
is a practice which even the satisfaction of enjoying 
a luxury cannot justify. In the first place, we would 
ask is it not culpably foolish for the smoker to create 
an appetite which does not exist in nature? If it 
were possible for a person to exist without drink, 
would it not be clearly wrong for him to tie himself 
for the future to a want which he may not have the 
means of gratifying, and how much more is it objec- 
tionable to create a necessity which entails inconve- 
nience and expense? The smoker will say, ‘ but the 
pipe is a luxury, and repays us for the inconveni- 
ence and expense ;’ to which we reply, ‘it is a lux- 
ury, because you have made it one, and a necessity 
of your own creation. If you had not made the pipe 
your master, you would not have felt the necessity of 
the luxury. The man who never smoked feels no 
loss, because he knows not the appetite.? In the 
second place, public decorum and politeness are not 
compatible with the use of tobacco, and it is on this 
— that the habit was attacked by the Times. 

erhaps a smoker: amongst smokers commits no 
breach of manners, for the callous olfactory senses 
of his company experience no discomfort; still he 
should remember that a large section of the public, 
and more especially those to whom politeness is par- 
ticularly due, the aged and the fair sex, regard the 
smell of tobacco as no better than that of assafe- 
tida, and he should consider that to lungs unaccus- 
tomed to the fumes of the fragrant leaf, smoke is as 
distressing as sulphureous vapors. If young men 
remembered this, if they refrained from annoying 
and inconveniencing their neighbors, for the purpose 
of satisfying their own morbid appetite, people might 
say, ‘let them poison themselves so long as we are 
none the worse.’ But it is a patent fact, which calls 
for the loudest public complaint, that they do not 
refrain, but rather force their vitiated taste upon the 
public on every occasion. A lady or an old gentle- 
man cannot enter a railway carriage, or any place of 
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open air, public resort, without having their senses 
offended and their clothes be scented with the odor of 
stale tobacco; nor is it considered unworthy of a 
gentleman in this fast age to enter a ball-room or 
theatre redolent of the filthy perfume which is insep- 
arable from his after-dinner pipe. No one has the 
right to outrage good manners to satisfy his morbid 
taste, and smokers should not abuse the good humor 
of the public by obtruding their bad taste where it is 
out of place; but if we are to admit that the ques- 
tion of injury to health is still an open one, we must 
admit that the opponents of the pipe have a prima 


facie case of the most conclusive description in favor 


of their view. It is altogether impossible and con- 
trary to every analogy that persons can imbibe even 
the minutest doses of a virulent poison, such as nico- 
tine, without suffering injury. If the smokers have 
no more forcible argument than the pleasure of 
smoking to adduce, they must be content to be en- 
rolled with the opium-eaters, who are read} to urge 
the same argument. Therelative difference between 
the smoker and opium-eater is the quantity of poison 
imbibed, and we find it very difficult to believe that 
a habit which necessitates such a system can be re- 
garded otherwise than as a degrading vice, and 
worthy of publi¢ condemnation.” 


Appearance exhibited by Blood-corpuscles un- 
der the influence of a Solution of Magenta, 


In a paper to the Royal Society, Dr. Wmi1AM 
ROBERTS communicates an account of the following 
phenomena :—When human blood and a solution of 
nitrate of roseaniline (magenta) are mixed under 
the slide of the microscope the following changes are 
observed :—The blood discs speedily lose their opac- 
ity; they become transparent, and assume a faint 
rose-colour. They also expand sensibly and lose 
their biconcave figure. A dark red spot is observed. 
on some portion of each periphery, whilst their 
nuclei are displayed with great clearness, dyed a 
magnificent carbuncle red. Blood from the horse, 
pig, ox, sheep, deer, camel, cat, rabbit, and kangaroo, 
gave similar results as regards the red corpuscles. 
The nucleated blood discs of the oviparous classes 
also yielded like results, whilst the macula, or spot 
upon the periphery (although sometimes difficult to 
find, it having suffered eclipse from the nucleus), 
was even more decidedl7 developed than upon the 
mammalian blood discs. The macule were detected 
in the fowl, frog, dace, and minnow. The author 
goes on to state that this macula is in each case 
clearly situated in the cell-wall, and not in the inte- 
rior of the corpuscle. The main deduction to be 
drawn from the above experiments (and also the fol- 
lowing ones made with a solution of tannin) seems 
to be that the cell-walls of the blood discs do not 
possess the simplicity of structure usually attributed 
to them. Blood-corpuscles floating, in their own 
serum, or after treatment with acetic acid and water, 
appear to be furnished with perfectly plain envelopes 
of a simple homogeneous membrane. We think 
with the author that his experiments decide this 
question in a very satisfactory manner. 


The Action of Tannin upon Blood-corpuscles, 

The remaining half of Dr. Roserts’ paper is de- 
voted to experiments performed with tannin. It 
seems that when blood is treated under the micro- 
scope with a solution of tannin (three grains to the 
ounce), the corpuscles thow out highly refractive 


buds or projections upon their surfaces. These pro- 
jections are usually about one-fourth the size of the 
corpuscle on which they are fixed, but they vary 
considerably ; very rarely in mammalian blood two 
projections were seen, and as rarely a corpuscle de- 
void of any. 
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* The projections were commonly round or dome- 
shaped, bordered with a deeply refractive outline. | 
Frequently a minute apparently vesicular body could | 
be seen within this outline, and then the projection | 
presents a curiously hooded aspect. In a urinary | 
deposit, from a lad 12 years of age, containing blood | 
and pus, nearly every blood-dise presented the | 
hooded appearance after the addition of tannin. The | 
projections in the blood of the frog had a strong ten- | 
dency to multiply. - Even five would rise in | 
succession on the face of the disc. It appeared too | 
not unfrequently as if the entire outer membrane of | 
the cell was detached from the parts beneath, and | 
raised in eight or ten unequal elevations, giving the | 
outline of the disc an irregularly crenate appearance.” | 

The formation of the projections could be watched | 
without difficulty, the author says, by acting upon | 
defibrinated blood obtained by allowing fowls’ blood 
to sink through a column of syrup (sp. gr. 1025.) 

** Fowls’ blood washed in this way was mixed in | 
a little glass with five times its volume of the tannin- | 
solution, and a drop immediately put under the | 
microscope. The discs first enlarge and become | 
rounded, and the central nucleus comes into view.— | 
In thirty to forty Séconds the pallulation begins, and 
each corpuscle with instantaneous rapidity and with- 
out previous sign, throws out its bud. The dise 
itself suffers not the least disturbance during this 
act, it preserves its symmetry unchanged, as if it 
had no concern beyond that of proximity with the 
sudden apparition on its surface.” 

In these experiments no visible rupture, according 
to the author, took place in the cell-wall, as the 
original outline, of the cell-wall could be distin- 
guished through the projections. On adding acetic | 
acid to these altered corpuscles they regained their 
pristine form, at least it was so in human hlood ; 
but acetic acid failed to produce the reducing action 
when applied to the corpuscles of the fowl. Gallic 
acid and a number of other substances, which the 
author tried, failed in producing any phenomena.— 
From these experiments, and also those enumerated 
above, Dr. RoBERTS draws certain conclusions, which 
may be summed up as follows :— 

That the appearances produced in the blood-discs 
of the ovipara and those observed in the mammalian 
corpuscles, support the view that these corpuscles 
are homologous as wholes; also, that the envelope 
of the vertebrate blood-discs is a double membrane, 
or that within the outer covering there is an interior 
vesicle which encloses the coloured contents and the 
nucleus in the ovipara. The blood-corpuscle may 
then be viewed as similar to a vegetable cell, the 
inner vesicle corresponding to the primordial utricle. 
—Dublin Med. Press. 

Mechanism of Emesis. 

Dr. Patry forwarded some timesince to the Acad- 
emy a case of penetratiug wound of the abdomen, 
with remarks on the mechanism of emesis. In the 
name of the committee appointed to examine the 
paper, M. Saprey reported on Dr. Patry’s com- 
munication. The patient was a shepherd boy, aged 
11, who was tossed by a bull; the abdominal wound 
was 80 extensive that the stomach, spleen, and a 
—— of the intestines were exposed to view. Dr. 

'ATRY’s researches and the learned reporter’s per- 
sonal observations show that the theory of vomiting 
may be reduced to the two following propositions :— 
1. Four organs have a share in producing emesis— 
viz., the esophagus, stomach, diaphragm, and ab- 
dominal muscles, which contract simultaneously.— 
The action of the stomach is slow, gradual, often 
scarcely apparent, but permanent. The other mus- 
cular structures act in a distinctly spasmodic manner. 

2. The share of each of the organs in the result 
depends on the mode rather than on the energy of 
action, as has been generally supposed. The cesoph- 
agus and stomach contract slowly, and propel the 
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contents of the viscus progressively towards the 
mouth after every effort. 

In M. Patry’s case, although the intestines were 
exposed to air for a lengthened period, and partly 
desiccated, the patient recovered ; and M. CLoquer 
took this opportunity of relating a singular instance 
illustrative of the innocuity of exposure of the bowels, 
Some thirty years since, the Professor was com- 
pelled to operate in a case of strangulated hernia. 
The patient, disregarding every injunction, got up 
and sat down before the fire, and at the surgeon’s 
next visit he found the intestines protruding through 
the wound, and partly dried up by the heat. The 
woman was replaced in bed, the bowels were returned 
into the abdomen, and a perfect cure was ultimately 
effected.—Jour. de Méd. and Dublin Med. Press. 


On Impregnation. 

Dr. F. J. W. Packman writes as follows to the 
London Lancet :—Sir,—It is a well-known fact that 
queen bees lay female eggs first, and male eggs after- 
wards. Also, that if her conception be protracted 
beyond a lunar month from her birth, she will pro- 
duce males only. . 


In the human female conception in the first half 
of the time between menstrual. periods produces 
female offspring, and male in the latter. 

Numerous instances of females being “out” in 
reckoning the time of their parturition gave rise in 
my mind to a suspicion of the existence of some 
“law”? as a cause; and from the frequency of a 


male child coming, I usually concluded and predicted ° 


that a late case was due to “ an idle boy ” and rarely 
failed in being right. The law above stated explains 
these irregularities ; and its existence has been con- 
firmed by a friend on whose testimony as to its being 
a fact implicit reliance may be placed. 

That law of generation applies also to animals, 
and probably to all animated beings. 

Whether regarded as applicable to produce a male 
or a female population, an heir or an heiress to a 
title or an estate, or successor to a throne,—or to the 
incalculable advantages of breeding male or female 
stock, and ultimately rendering the whole feminine 
creation subservient to the necessities and will of 
man, it must tend to raise our admiration of the 
Creator’s power of regulating our existence by laws 
even more mysterious than those yet known to us. 

Evidence of the universal existence of such a law, 
and of its applicability to the purposes of man in 
* affording a check to an overpopulating of the 
globe,”’ counterbalancing the effects of war and emi- 
gration by raising a male population, in proportion 
to the demand, instead of females, and in breeding 
male instead of female flesh for the service and sus- 
tenance of our race, may be naturally expected in 
time, as its bearing among animated nature becomes 
understood and developed. 

Hoping that this communication may serve to in- 
crease our physiological knowledge of uterine func- 
tions, I beg your permission to have it inserted in 
your scientific and valuable journal. 


Maternal Impressions, 


Dr. Joun 8. BEALE communicates the following to 
the London Lancet: 

Mrs. N——, aged twenty-four years, primipara, & 
woman of delicate build, and highly nervous tem- 
perament, suffered a great deal during her pregnancy 
with morning sickness, faintings, and great despon- 
dency of spirits. About ten weeks previous to her 
delivery she had a few scattered spots of “ herpes” 
on the front of the chest, which disappeared under 
ordinary treatment, when some kind, good-natured, 
knowing old woman informed her it was the “ small- 
pox, and that without doubt her child would suffer 
from the same disease.”?, The bare notion of this 
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preyed very much upon her mind, and her husband 
and myself both failed in driving the absorbing 
notion from her brain. 

On June 22nd she sent for me, having been in 
labour some four hours. On rupturing the mem- 
branes, a most unusual quantity of amniotic fluid 
escaped, coming away in gushes with the commence- 
ment of each pain. On the child being born, I 
noticed it had been dead for several days, the head, 
face, and whole surface of the body being covered at 
about three-quarter inch intervals with pustules, ex- 


- actly resembling in size, form, and appearance the | 


small-pox vesicles at maturity. The depression in 
the centre was plainly marked. When the topmost 
cuticle was detached, there was no fluid of any sort 
underneath. The mother’s first remark was, “ Is the 
child marked ?”’ she fully believed it would be so.— 
We well know how mysterious are the freaks of na- 
ture in cases of this description. Still I think a care- 
ful compilation of numerous cases would tend even- 
tually to throw more light on the matter. 

The following cases have occurred in my prac- 
tice :— 

1. A child born with one eye of a light-blue color 
(right eye) ; the other a dark hazel. Mother says 
she had seen a child with similar eyes sitting on a 
doorstep in Lisson-grove. 

2. Child born with mouth and upper and lower ex- 
tremities resembling those of a dog. Mother states 
that she was worried and torn by a dog whilst she 
was in the seventh month of gestation. 

8. Child born with left eye blackened as from a 
blow. The mother stated that her husband came 
home irritated, and struck her (eight hours previous 
to her confinement) on the corresponding part of her 


face. 

4. A child born with four little fins or stumps for 
upper and lower extremities. The mother had been 
frightened ‘by seeing a man maimed in his lower ex- 
tremities, who used to traverse the streets on a board 
with wheels. 

5. Child born ten nights after display of fireworks 
in commemoration of Crimean war. Child’s feet 
were covered with bladders of serum, similar to those 
arising from scald or burn. The mother was alarm- 
ed by the descent of a stick of a discharged fire- 
rocket, which struck the roof close by the place 
where she was standing. 


Digitalis a Cardiac Tonic. 

The following case with remarks by Dr. Hanp- 
FIELD JONES was originally published with others in 
the Medical Times and Gazette, and was copied into 
BRAITHWAITE’S RETROSPECT, from which we copy 
it. We would add, that having had considerable ex- 
perience in the use of large doses of digitalis in 
delirium tremens, we can unhesitatingly commend it 
to the notice of our readers : 


E. G., a carpenter, aged fifty, was admitted 
February 28. He has been ill one year. He has 
had no rheumatic fever nor “inflammation of the 
chest ;”” no arcus senilis, and he is not anemic. 
He complains that walking a little distance brings 
on a violent. fluttering and trembling sensation at 
the precordia, attended by a sense of suffocation, 
and also pain in the shoulders and numbness of 
the right hand and great perspiration. When this 
goes off it leaves the “‘ heart heavy,” and he is 
excessively weak, and has a feeling as if his knees 
would give way, while, at the same time, he is con- 
tinually making water, which is clear. He says he 
is often obliged to press his side to get relief from 
the heavy, dead, gnawing pain. A full meal will in- 
crease his distress ; he cannot lie down for the sense 
of suffocation. Pulse weak, small, regular, visible 
at both elbows, scarcely so at wrist. Jugulars not 
distended. No dropsy. Respiration quiet. No 
morbid sounds in posterior parts of chest. Right 
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lung descends far, pushing down liver ; left seems 
of normal size. The impulse of the heart is diffused, 
visible in epigastrium, not in normal situation. Its 
rhythm is quite regular. To the left, outside of 
papillary vertical line, at the base of the left of the 
sternum, up to both clavicles, and at both sides of 
neck, and at each side of the epigastrium, a loud, 
single, prolonged, blowing murmur is heard, loudest 
at the sides of the epigastrium. No other sound is 
audible. Murmur at heart is nearly synchronous 
with the radial pulse, rather precedes it. Exercise 
makes the murmur louder. 

From the date of his admission to April 21, he took 
iodide of potassium, compound iron pill, with 
opium, strychnia, ammonio-citrate of iron, and ses- 
quicarbonate of ammonia, in infusion of calumba. 
The last was of material benefit for some while, but 
at the end of the time he was in much*the same 
state as at first. He was then ordered, R. Tinc. 
digitalis, m xij.; tine. ferri muriat., I xv.; spt. 
eth. chlor. Mx. ; aq., 3j., ter die. 

This he took with some phosphorated oil, after 
the first three weeks, till June 2. On this he im- 
proved very much, and described himself on May 19 
as having less fluttering, trembling, and breathless- 
ness, but that as soon as he got tired his heart became 
“heavy and dead.” The digitalis was omitted, as it 
seemed to be causing some gastric irritation. He 
went on with sesquicarbonate of ammonia in infusion 
of chiretta, and with the phosphorated oil, to which 
was added, on June 5, a scruple of the saccharated 
carbonate of iron three times a-day. On the 19th 
his symptoms were worse, but the breath sound was 
still clear, especially at the back of the chest. The 
digitalis, iron and chloric ether mixture was now re- 
sumed, the dose of the first being fifteen minims three 
times a-day. 

June 26th. The patient remarks, “I think that 
medicine seems to agree with me.” He could lie 
down now for three or four hours, which he was un- 
able to do before. To take the mixture four times 
a-day. 

He continued decidedly improved till July 7, when 
he complained of a painful sensation, like that re- 
sulting from a violent blow at the region of the heart 
which seemed to be connected with an attack of 
catarrh. On July 10th the iron and chloric ether 
were exchanged for a mixture containing four grains 
of quinine and fifteen minims of tincture digitalis. 
This seemed to agree fairly well with him for four- 
teen days, after which Dr. Jonzs lost sight of him 
for nearly a month. When he saw him again dropsy 
had set in, and there was considerable gastric dis- 
order. The dropsy increased, and he died towards 
the end of September. The urine on August 25th 
was fairly healthy, free from albumen. Dr. JONES 
pressed very much to be allowed a post-mortem, but 
was refused. . 

Remarks by Dr. HANDFIELD JonES.—The foregoing 
case is an exquisite example of great dilatation and 
enfeeblement of the heart. The hypertrophy was 
much less than in the first case, and the dilatation 
was quite predominant. No better case could be 
imagined to test the influence of digitalis, and the 
result was certainly unequivocal. Instead of causing 
any further depression of the enfeebled organ, it 
decidedly increased its tone and power, and enabled 
it to carry on its function better than when any other 
remedy was given. If digitalis were in any degree 
a cardiac depressant, it would have extinguished the 
weak contractility of this poor fellow’s heart, instead 
of arousing it. No special diuretic action ensued 
from its administration ; and, as there was no dropsy 
for some considerable time, the improvement of the 
heart’s action cannot he referred to any relief of the 
circulation in this way. On the whole, the two 
cases related afford some evidence that digitalis is a 
cardiac tonic, and certainly prove that it may be given 
with advantage in cases of great cardiac debility. 
The observations of WinoGRapDoFF and of TRAUBE, 
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as to the influence of digitalis on the pressure in the 
arteries, go very much to confirm this view; and 
Kutp’s account of the action of digitalis in inflam- 
matory disease, seems to prove that it induces arterial 
contraction, rendering the hands and face cold. Its 
action upon the uterus in menorrhagia, and on the 
arteries in hemorrhages, seems, also, to be of this 
kind. Diminishing the frequency and arrest of the 
heart’s action depend according to TRAUBE, on the 
predominating excitement of the vagi, the regulating 
nerves of the heart; while increased action depends 
on the sympathetic nerves being more strongly ex- 
cited. He regards the action of digitalis as at first 
stimulating and afterwards depressing. I am in- 
clined to question this view, as certainly in the above 
cases there was no evidence of its causing depression 
at any time. It seems to me more probable that, 
when digitalis induces dangerous symptoms, it is 
from its producing a tetanic state of the heart, 7. ¢., 
stimulating this hollow muscle so strongly to con- 
tact, that it does not duly relax and admit a supply 
of blood. In any fatal case of digitalis poisoning it 
would be most important to ascertain the exact state 
of the heart’s cavities, whether they were contracted 
or relaxed. On the whole, I am much inclined to 
think that digitalis may be more safely used in 
asthenic conditions of the heart than in the opposite. 
What little experience I have had of its use in 
delirum tremens points in the same direction. It 
scems to be injurious in sthenic, and beneficial in 
asthenic cases. 

The phosphorated oil referred to in the second 
case is made with phosphorus and almond oil, five 
or ten grains to the ounce. Dose, 5 drops. 


On the Action of Digitalis. 

On this subject W. B. Kesteven, Esq., writes as 
follows in the Medical Times and Gazette: 

Attention having recently been directed to the 
effects of digitalis, it may not be uninteresting or un- 
instructive to your readers to have their attention 
directed to the opinions expressed in Dr. FULLER’s 
’ recent work on “ Diseases of the Chest.”? Dr. Fut- 


LER is well known as a man of sound practical judg- 
ment, and one who does not express an opinion with- 
out having duly weighed all the facts on which it is 
based. It is urged by Dr. FULLER, that the general 
notion of the danger attending the administration of 
digitalis in dilatation of heart is incorrect, incon- 
sistent with fact, and founded on the erroneous im- 
pression, that digitalis exercises a depressing influ- 
ence over the action of the heart, and, therefore, 
leads to accumulation and coagulation of the b ood 
in its cavities, if not to actual paralysis of its mus- 
cular structure. Dr. FULLER affirms, that digitalis 
stimulates the muscular fibres of the heart, and 
augments the contractility of the capillaries ; that 
when it kills, it is not by paralysis, but by tonic con- 
traction and spasm of the heart; that, such being 
the case, it is a valuable remedy in dilatation, and 
dangerous only when administered in hypertrophy. 
The grounds given by Dr. FcLLEr for these opinions 
are thus stated by the author :p. 592) :— 

** ist. During many-years, I have observed that 
the cases of heart disease most benefited by digitalis 
have been those in which the heart has been weak 
and dilated, and the pulse feeble and irregular. In 
these the pulse has become stronger and steadier, and 
less frequent under its action. 

*¢ 2nd. In the only cases in which I have known 
death to occur suddenly during the administration of 
digitalis, the heart has been hypertrophied and firmly 
contracted. This may have been a coincidence, but, 
viewed in connection with the results of experiments 
to which I shall presently refer, it is, at least, a sus- 
pi cious fact. 

3d. Dr. Dickenson has pointed out (Med. Chir. 
T rans., vol. xxxix.), and I have repeatedly verified 
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his observation, that digitalis, if given in full doses, 
induces violent uterine contraction, and checks 
uterine hemorrhage ; and, inasmuch, as its action in 
staying menorrhagia and uterine hemorrhage is per- 
manent, it seems fair to conclude that it gives tone 
to the capillaries, and increases their contractility. 

“4th. This view is borne out by what I have long 
since observed relative to its action in arresting 
hemoptysis, viz., that whilst effecting the object re- 
quired, it does not weaken but rather increases the 
force of the pulse, though it lessens its frequency. 

**5th. When patients die of delirium tremens, the 
pulse is usually rapid and fluttering before death, 
and the heart is found weak, flaccid, and distended 
with blood afterwards. These are just the cases in 
which, on the commonly received doctrines as to the 
action of digitalis, the drug ought necessarily to 
prove fatal, and yet modern experience has shown 
that in these cases it is tolerated, even in excessive 
doses. My impression is, that its rémedial action in 
these cases depends on its stimulating the heart, sub- 
duing its irritability, and increasing the tonicity and 
contractility of the heart and capillaries, so that the 
brain is better supplied with blood, and the effusion 
of its more fluid parts, which gave rise to the ** wet 
brains ” of habitual drunkards, is avoided. 

“6th. It has been proved by experiments on ani- 
mals (Dr. H. Jones) that when death is induced by 
digitalis, the heart is not flaccid and distended with 
blood, as is commonly supposed, but, on the contrary, 
empty, contracted to the utmost, and in a state of 
tonic spasm. All these facts confirm my view as to 
the action of digitalis ; and if it is correct, its prac- 
tical importance in relation to the treatment of 
cardiac dilatation can hardly be over-estimated. 

The preceding extract places before us clearly all 
that can be said on the action of digitalis, that, 
although long, it will not, I believe, be found too 
long to claim the careful attention of your readers. 
Having myself observed the clinical facts stated by 
Dr. FuLuer, I would, with much difference, beg per- 
mission to endorse the practical views thus put forth 
on the therapeutic value of digitalis. 


Horsehair Sutures, 


. 


Dr. JASPER CARGILL in a communication to the 
London Lancet, says :— 

On reading Mr. Thomas Smith’s interesting article 
**On Horsehair as a Substitute for Wire,’ I was 
determined to give it a fair trial, on the principle 
that it is a duty we owe to the profession as well as 
our patients to make use of inventions so evidently 
commendable. 

The first case was an adult, on whom I operated 
for phymosis ; but he resided so far away from me 
that I cannot give details of the recovery. All I 
know abont it is that he got well very soon, and did 
not keep his bed for one day. 

On the 5th February, I removed an epithelial can- 
cer from the lower lip of a young man. I made the 
usual V-incision, aud stitched up the wound with 
three horsehair sutures, previously soaked in water, 
as recommended by Mr. SmitH. I saw the patient 
every day (who returned to his work as clerk ina 
store immediately after the operation), and I was 
particularly pleased with the complete success of this 
unirritating suture. At the end of seven days the 
wound had entirely healed without any suppuration, 
and the sutures were i» situ, and readily removed. 

The next case was a negro, on whose tongue was 4 
wound, dividing it nearly across (the result of a bite 
from a man ina fight). I brought the edges of the 
wound together with horsehair sutures, and in three 
days union without suppuration had taken place, the 
sutures remaining in their places. 

I am perfectly persuaded that the horsehair suture 
is the proper thing in all cases where the tension is 
not too great. 


/ 
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THE LECTURE SEASON. 

Preparations are being made for the winter 
courses of instruction in the various medical col- 
leges. The advertisements of many of them will 
be found in our columns. 

In our principal cities instruction is given by 
means of public and private lectures. The public 
lectures are given in chartered institutions—uni- 
versities or colleges—which have the power of 
granting the diploma, or legal license, to practice 
medicine. Of these institutions, there are in ope- 
ration at this time in the United States, so far as 
we are at present informed, twenty-seven, which 
are located as follows:—In Maine, one, at Port- 
land; in New Hampshire, one, at Hanover; in 
Vermont, two, at Burlington, and at Woodstock ; 
in Massachusetts, two, at Boston, and at Pitts- 
field; in Connecticut, one, at New Haven; in New 
York, eight, four in New York city, one in Brook- 
lyn, one in Albany, one in Geneva, and one in 
Buffalo; in Pennsylvania, two, in Philadelphia ; 
in Maryland, one, at Baltimore; in District of Co- 
lumbia, one, at Washington city ; in Ohio, four, 
two at Cincinnati, one at Columbus, and one at 
Cleveland; in Illinois, two, at Chicago; in Michi- 
gan, one, at Ann Arbor; and in Missouri, one, at 
St. Louis. 


medical schools, one at Louisville and one at Lex- 


It is possible that the two Kentucky 


ington, will be in operation the coming winter, but 
we are at present unadvised on the subject. 

These schools are in the main supplied with able 
instructors, and offer excellent advantages to 
medical students. There are some advantages to 
be had in the larger cities which serve to bring to 
them far the largest number of students. The 
outbreak of the rebellion for a time seriously 
affected the principal schools—but they have now 
almost entirely recovered from the blow, and all 
are in a prosperous condition. 

The demands of the Government for surgeons 
have drawn heavily on our profession, and ample 
provision must be made for future exigencies. 
For, whether the war continues, or peace soon 
dawns on our land again, the demands for medical 
men will continue to be great for some time to 
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come. We, therefore, confalently expect that the 
colleges will all have full classes the coming win- 
ter, and no doubt special pains will be taken on 
the part of teachers to impart, and on that of stu- 
dents to acquire such knowledge as will be availa- 
ble in an application for a position in the Govern- 
ment service. 

The two medical schools in this city, the medi- 
cal department of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and the Jefferson Medical College, have able facul- 
ties, and will, no doubt, maintain their position as 
Into the 
former, young life and energy has been infused by 


the chief medical schools of the country. 


‘the appointment of Dr. F. G. Smrrn to the chair 


of the Institutes of Medicine, and Dr. R. A. F. Pen- 
ROSE to that of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 
Both these gentlemen are experienced, capable 
teachers, and good lecturers, and both are pépular 
with students. The only recent change in the 
Jefferson Medical College is the appointment of Dr. 
ELuerstig WaALLAcE to the chair of Obstetrics and 
the Diseases of Women and Children, which is an 
excellent and popular one. Dr. Wa.wace has long 
been connected with the Jefferson College, and he 
is favorably known to the alumni of that celebrated 
school. 


Private lectures constitute an important part of 
the course of medical instruction in our principal 
cities. In this city the principal private lectures 
that are given are at the Philadelphia School of 
Anatomy and Surgery, on Anatomy by Dr. Gar- 
RETTSON, and on Surgery by Dr. D. Hayes AcNyew. 
The former gentleman is one of our most enthusi- 
astic anatomical students, is an excellent lecturer, 
and is rapidly acquiring the reputation of being 
one of our best anatomical teachers. Dr. Acxew 
has been for several years engaged in teaching 
anatomy and surgery in Philadelphia, and is well 
known all over the country for his ability as an 
anatomist and surgeon, and particularly for his 
peculiar qualifications as a teacher. He always 
commands large classes. In any other city the 
Philadelphia School of Anatomy would be a char- 
tered college. In the number of its students it 
surpasses most of the chartered medical schools of 
the country, and indeed rivals the two great schools 
of this city. 


Another course of private instruction, accompa- 
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nied by lectures and Memonstrations, whose im- 
portance to the student cannot easily be over- 
estimated, is Mr. Epwarp Parrisa’s course on 
Practical Pharmacy. . Mr. Parriso has long been 
engaged in giving instruction on this all-important 
branch to the student who would become a com- 
petent practitioner, and his ability as a lecturer 
and teacher are well known. 

Clinical instruction, being the practical applica- 
tion of the knowledge imparted in the lecture- 
room, forms a prominent part of the course in all 
our medical colleges. Of course the facilities for 
clinical teaching is greatest in the larger cities, 
and in them it is more systematically given. Be- 
sides the clinics at the several colleges, the prin- 
cipal hospitals in all our large cities are freely 
open on stated days to medical students, and their 
staffs dre generally appointed with a special view 
to their ability to impart clinical instruction to the 
medical classes. 





STATISTICS OF PERSONS OF AFRICAN 
DESCENT. 


A Commission has been appointed by the Gov- 
ernment to inquire into the condition of the colored 
population, emancipated by the President’s pro- 
clamation and by the act of Congress, and to re- 
port what measures are necessary to place them in 
a condition of self-support and self-defence, with 
the least disturbance of the great industrial inte- 
rests of the country. 

The Commission are seeking to ascertain the 
vital statistics concerning the African race and the 
mulattoes, as well in the Northern and Middle, as 
in the Southern States. It is very important that 
this should be done, but unfortunately the data do 
not exist. 

It is not known from any wide circle of observa- 
tion, whether the mulattoes are as fertile as whites 
and blacks ; whether they are long lived ; nor even 
whether their breed can exist permanently; that 
is, whether its hybridity will prevent its per- 
sistence. 

Then there are questions about the adaptation 
of the cross breed to the northern parts of the tem- 
perate zone; questions about the effects of anial- 
gamation upon the white race, and the like. 

The Commission have sent out circulars to many 
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medical men; but, of course, will not reach all 
who might, if called upon, give valuable aid. 

We, therefore, print the series of questions put 
forth by Dr. Hows, in behalf of the Commission, 
and invite the attention of our readers to it. Those 
who are disposed to answer the queries, or to favor 
the Commission with their views upon the general 
subject committed to it, are invited to address Dr. 
8. G. Howg, No. 143 Second street, New York. 


QUESTIONS. * 


1. What is the number of the colored popula- 
tion of your town? 

2. About how many pure blacks ? 

3. About how many mulattoes? 

4. Does the colored population, if not recruited 
by immigration, increase or decrease ? 

5. Do mulattoes seem to you to have as much 
vital force to resist disease and destructive agencies 
as pure blacks, and as whites; and do they usually 
live as long? 

6. To what diseases do mulattoes seem pecu- 
liarly liable ? 

7. Do mulatto families usually have as many 
children as white families ? 

8. Can you give instances, within your own 
knowledge, of the number of children in one family 
born of, and reared to maturity by, mulatto pa- 
rents ? 

9. Are the colored people generally industrious 
and self-supporting, or not ? 

10. How is it in the second generation, with re- 
gard to the number and health of offspring? 

ll. Through how many generations has any 
family of mulattoes been known to persist? 

12. Do the mulattoes seek public charity in 
greater or less proportion than whites ? 

13. Do you consider them, upon the whole, as 
valuable members of the community, or not? 

ee een 


EXTRA SURGICAL AID ON THE BATTLE 
FIELD. 


A correspondent holding a prominent and very 
responsible position in the army writes as follows, 
on the subject of extra surgical aid on the battle 
field. The want of some systematic plan at the 
Surgeon-General’s office has been a source of great 
evils in this connection, much to the annoyance of 
the regular army surgeons, and to the injury of 
the wounded soldiers. 

The plan that we have urged, of appointing pro- 
minent men of character and standing in different 
localities, and calling on them for a certain num- 
ber of men would entirely obviate the evils com- 
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plained of in the remarks appended. It was an- 


nounced not long since that the Governors of 
certain States were requested to make such ap- 
pointments from their States, so as to have corps 
of competent surgeons organized in different lo- 
calities, to be called on in cases of emergency. The 
following is the extract referred to: 

‘‘As a sequel to your article on ‘ extra surgical 
aid,’ why do you not urge that the Governors select 
men of good professional standing, and not deluge 
us with a lot of he and she quacks, with now and 
then a decent man interspersed, as they have done 
heretofore. The majority of men heretofore sent 
us have had more pretensions than brains, more 
impudence and mendacity than skill and polite- 
ness. Many of the really educated men, too, seem 
to think that we must at once relinquish our 
knives, handing them over to them. For one, I 
always, in civil and military practice, claim the 
right to have absolute dictation over my own pa- 
tients. If a new man offers to assist me, and I 
need his help, I welcome him, but I don’t propose 
to hand over to him the difection and act as his 
assistant, unless, indeed, he is some prominent 
surgeon, whose skill is well known. It is not hu- 
man to expect it, and the men who, unknown to 
fame except in their own county, come down to 
us, expecting us to play second fiddle to them, 
while they attend our patients, and find out their 
mistake, and then go home and talk about ‘army 
butchers’ and ‘conservative surgery,’ simply 
write themselves down asses. The sour grapes 
are too evident. Of course they can get a lot of 
kind-hearted reverends and sympathizing old 
maids to back them up in their terrible yarns, but 
whoever saw a homceopath, or any other quack, 
who did not have the same backers? For my 
part, I always suspect a doctor whose reputation 
depends on preachers and old women.’’ 


VISITING LISTS FOR 1864. 
Lindsay & Blakiston have sent us a copy of their 
Visiting List for 1864. The work is too well known 
to the profession to warrant any extended descrip- 





tion, It is enough to know that it is ready. There 
is no essential change of plan in the work this 
year. In consequence of the increased cost of ma- 
terial and labor, we notice a slight increase in the 
price of the Visiting List. 

Townsend’s Hand-Book of Practice and Physi- 
cian’s Visiting List will be ready soon. It will be 
further noticed when issued. 

GS We will supply the above Visiting Lists to our 
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subscribers at a reduced cost, AND STAMP THE OWNER’S 
NAME IN GILT LETTERS ON THE TUCK. The commuta- 
tion price of the Reporter and Visiting Lists, and 
other works, will be found under ‘‘Publisher’s 


Notices.’? 
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Notes and Comments. 


Enlargement. 

With this number, we begin to enlarge the Rr- 
PORTER again, somewhat. It will be remembered 
that in consequence of the greatly increased cost 
of paper, we diminished the number of pages rather 
than increase the subscription price, as was done 
by most of the newspapers. At the same time, 
the diminution was more apparent than real; for, 
by enlarging the page and using a different type, 
we have been giving nearly as much as formerly, 
when we published half as many more pages. 

When the clinical lectures begin in the hospitals 
and colleges, we shall still further augment the 
size of the work, if our subscribers give us the 
means of doing so. Let it be observed that the 
cost of paper has diminished but very little, being 
still fifty per cent. higher than it was a year ago. 


Calomel and Tartar Emetic. 

An intelligent assistant surgeon of a regiment 
in the field writes as follows, in regard to the use 
of calomel and tartar emetic in the army, and the 
Surgeon-General’s order thereon: 

In the abstract, I think, the Surgeon-General 
is right. Neither calomel nor tartar emetic is ad- 
missible in ‘any of the diseases of the soldier. 
Even inflammatory diseases, of an acute charac- 
ter, in the army have a tendency, always, to 
assume a low type, and the nature of all army 
diseases is asthenic. As for giving calomel in 
‘fashionable’ doses, as an alterative, in those pa- 
thological nonentities, comprised under the name 
of ‘ biliousness,’ to put an imaginary spur into the 
liver, the practice is bad enough in civil life, but 
it becomes utterly unreasonable in military prac- 
tice. With all the clamor raised against the Sur- 
geon-General’s order, it has as yet not been shown 
by those who cry out against it that there is any 
special class of diseases, or any particular disease, 
in which calomel or tartar emetic is indicated, it 
cannot be replaced by other remedies less danger- 
ous in their general effects; while on the other 
side, it is boldly claimed that the general physio- 
logoical condition of the soldier, and the patho- 
logical tendency of army disease always and im- 
peratively contradicts the use of these articles.’’ 

Another correspondent, holding a high position 
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in one of our grand armies, writes as follows on 
the subject : 

“‘T have read your forcible critiques on the Sur- 
geon-General. Opinions vary much in the army 
on the calomel question. For my own part, des- 
pite the order, I get plenty of calomel, and use it 
without hesitancy.” 


The Sanitary Reporter. 

This journal, published semi-monthly in Louis- 
ville, Ky., by the Western Branch of the United 
States Sanitary Commission, contains a great deal 
of valuable information to the physician. In it 
are published the reports of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, with accounts of the labors and observations 
of its members on the battle fields, We would 
commend it to the notice of our subscribers. 


University of Maryland—Medical Department. 

The 56th annual session of this school of medi- 
cine will commence in Baltimore, on Monday, the 
19th of October. The advantages offered by the 
school are of the first order, and the Faculty is 
well known to the country. During the session of 
1862-63 there were 103 matriculants and 37 
graduates. 


Erratum. 

In Dr. Garrettson’s article in a late number, on 
Plaster Splints, p. 242, quite an important typo- 
graphical error occurred in the omission of the fol- 
lowing words just before Figs. 3, 4 and 5: 

‘*No. 3 is a dressing for fracture of both bones of 
the fore-arm. This dressing consists of three 
pieces, as represented in the following cuts.’’ 
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Army and Navy News. 


Medical Inspector-General. 

Medical Inspector CurEr, U. 8. A., has been de- 
tailed as Acting Medical Inspector-General, in the 
place of Dr. Jos. K. Barnes, Acting Surgeon- 
General. 


Appointments, 

The position lately held by Dr. Clymer (ordered 
South) has been filled by the appointment of Surgeon 
Bacue, U. 8. A. 

Wo. T. Kemp, appointed an Assistant Surgeon in 
the Navy, from the 5th September, 1863. 

’ Resigned. 

The resignation of Assistant Surgeon C, P. Rus- 

SELL, U. 8. A., has been. accepted by the President, 


A Horse Litter. 


A Board consisting of Medical Inspector Lrmay, |\ 


Surgeon McDoveat, and Assistant Surgeon BRENE- 
MAN, has been ordered to assemble at New York, to 


ARMY AND NAVY NEWS. 





examine a recently-invented horse litter. 
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News and Miscellany. 


Preservation of Meat. 


It is worth knowing at this time of the year that 
meat may be kept sweet for a long time in an atmos- 


phere strongly impregnated with acetic acid. The 
meat is placed on a wooden support, or suspended, 
in a close vessel, on the bottom of which some strong 
acetic acid is poured.—Dingler’s Polytec. Jour. 


Report on Vivisections. 

It will be recollected that some time since a depu- 
tation from the English Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals made a representation upon the 
subject of the vivisections performed at Alfort and 


other French schools. And certainly, although this 
prejudiced and fanatical body (judging from the 
proceedings at their recent conference) can scarcely 
be regarded as a prudent councillor, there can be no 
doubt that the atrocious cruelty of some of the ex- 
periments, and the needless repetition of others, have 
been well calculated to excite disgust in even the 
most forbearing of minds. The French Euaperor 
took this view, and while ordering a temporary sus- 
pension of those at Alfort, he called upon the Acad- 
emy of Medicine to state the limits within which the 
practice of vivisection may be properly permitted, in 
order, we suppose, that the necessary decrees, which 
in France seem to be required for the regulation of 
even moral duties, might be issued. The Academy 
appointed a committee, of which the lamented 
MoqutIn-TANDON was reporter, and at the period of 
his death he had a report ready, by which it is said 
that the difficult problem of distinguishing between 
the use and the abuse of vivisection was admirably 
solved. It is now announced that. this report has 
beengwithdrawn from the Academy by the family of 
the deceased, because it had undergone modifications 
and alterations, they being determined that it should 
only be presented.as the author left it.—Med. Times 
and Dublin Medical Press. 


Colored Troops in Hot Climates. 

The comparative liability of white and colored 
troops to diseases of a malarious origin, has long since 
attracted the attention of the English authorities, 
and has doubtless greatly influenced the composition 
of their forces serving in malarious countries. From 


the annual report of the British army for 1859, it 
appears that in Jamaica the ratio of mortality is as 
follows :—White 101.9, black 8.2; Bahamas, white 
159.0, black 5.6; Sierre Leone, white 410, black 2.4. 
These facts have an important bearing on the present 
policy of our Government, in organizing negro regi- 
ments for service in the malarious regions of the 
South. Already Surgeon-General Hammond has 
been able to contribute an item of statistical infor- 
mation bearing on this point. In a recent commu- 
nication to the Secretary of War, he states that Med- 
ical Inspector Townsend reports that, in the De- 
partment of the Gulf, white and colored troops are 
found serving together, and equally subjected to 
malarious influences. The ratio of sick of diarrhea, 
dysentary, remittent, intermittent, typhoid fevers, 
&c., is white 10.8 per cent, and colored 0.8 per cent. 
The argument in favor of the employment of colored 
troops at the South, if based on their comparative 
immunity from the diseases peculiar to that region, 
is conclusive.—American Med. Times. 


Source of Oxygen, 
At a recent meeting of the Munich Academy of 


Sciences, Baron Liebig announced what he regarded 
as a very important discovery. The atmospheric air . 
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has hitherto been regarded as the chief or only source 
of the oxygen employed in the processes of nutrition 
and metamorphosis within the animal organism. 
By the aid of an apparatus, for which King Max pro- 
vided 7000 florins from his private purse, it has now 
been shown that, within the bodies of carnivora, a 
very considerable amount of oxygen is produced from 
water ; and that, under given circumstances, a pow- 
erful process of decomposition is set up, resolving 
the water into its constituent parts, its oxygen serv-, 
ing for the formation of carbonic acid, and the 
nitrogen (which often exceeds the volume of the 
animal in quantity) being discharged by expiration. 
led. Times. 


Sir Henry Holland, 

The distinguished physican, Sir Henry HoLLanp, 
arrived in New Haven recently, and spent the day 
in calling uponseveral distinguished citizens. A 
New Haven paper says: He is past seventy years 
of age, but has lost none of his mental or physical 
activity. He uses neither cigars, tobacco, nor wine. 
Since 1855 he has extended his travels to Sweden, 
Lapland, Russia, Iceland, Jerusalem, Damascus, 
the Danube, Constantinople, Asia Minor, twice to 
the United States, and twice to Canada. 

New Method of Cauterization. 

M. NELATON proposes and practices a new method 
of cauterisation, using a fine jet of flame, produced 
by the combustion of ordinary gas, for the purpose. 
—American Medical Times. 


The Modern Use of Tobacco, 


A Dublin medical gentleman, at present in one of 
the midland counties, writes to say, that it appears 


to him that the evil effects of smoking tobacé are 
every day becoming more and more apparent among 
the working classes. A considerable number of 
labourers have, in the course of his inquiries, come 
under his observation, who complained of pain and 
distress in the left side of the chest, and for which, 


by the most careful exploration and examination into 
general symptoms, he was quite unable to account, 
_except on the supposition that they were produced 
by excessive smoking. Our correspondent further 
remarks, that the working people have of late years, 
in that part of the country to which he alludes, not 
only become more addicted to smoking, but changed 
their usual practice of using the pipe in a manner 
that he believes much more conducive to constitu- 
tional derangement than their method of smoking 
some years since. Formerly a labourer working in a 
field found considerable difficulty in lighting his pipe, 
and was obliged to resort to all kinds of expedients 
to procure fire, such as touch-paper with flint and 
steel, endeavours to keep a coal alive, &c., all of 
which were attended with such uncertainty, or occu- 
pied so much time, that “ the smoke,” though 80 
ardently coveted, was usually per force tponed 
to stated times, when the man indulged in a good 
pipe full and had done with it for some hours. The 
invention of the lucifer match, however, shortly fol- 
lowed by a large increase in wages to the workman, 
formed an important era in the history of smoking. 
Tobacco, though so expensive an article, became 
more easy of access, and the facility with which it 
can now be lighted out of doors threw the tempta- 
tion of its fi use in a manner absolutely irre- 
sistible before the workman, whose habit now is to 
smoke small quantities, perhaps every hour or half- 
hour, so as to keep himself almost continually slight- 
ly under the influence of this fascinating narcotic.— 
We have great pleasure. in inserting the above re- 
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marks collected from our correspondent’s letter.— 
The subject is a very interesting and important one. 
—Editorial in Dublin Medical Press. 


A Noble Honorarium, 

Occasionally a member of our profession is had in 
remembrance, and receives consideration at the hands 
of a grateful patient. The avenues to wealth are 
almost closed to the medical profession, and we are 
compelled to toil in season and out of season for very 
moderate compensation for our professional services. 
We are often promised a great deal, but seldom 
realize. Few physicians, we apprehend, after their 


sick-bed experiences will have much confidence in 
death-bed repentance, though the following case 
which we quote from the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal is an evidence that it may sometimes be 
genuine. 

Our recent mention of the large fees received by 
the surgeon of the King of Belgium and the accou- 
cheur of the Empress of Russia, has prompted a 
friend to remind us of even a larger sum than either 
of those fees left as a legacy some years since to one 
of our Boston physicians, who is still in active 
practice. The circumstances are so peculiar that 
they are worth relating, although some of the facts 
are undoubtedly well known to a portion of our 
readers. 

Dr. —— was called to the wife of a neighboring 
physician, who was in difficult labor. The husband 
delegated to him the responsible duty of cst 
by forceps, which he accordingly did at once, an 
left the house after a stay of twenty minutes. The 
mother and child did well; no second visit was 
necessary. Of course no charge was made to a fel- 
low practitioner, and the circumstances of the case 
were consigned to the dusty shelves of past profes- 
sional experience. Forty years after, Dr. —— was 
notified that he had become the heir to a magnificent 
legacy from the lady whom he had so relicved in her 
hour of peril. The statement was so incredible that 
it required strong persuasion to make him believe 
it. The lady died a widow and childless, having 
lost her daughter at the age of seven years. The 
amount of the legacy was 10,000 dollars in personal 
property, which was paid at the time, and a share of 
a valuable estate—said share being valued at 10,000 
dollars. Circumstances have prevented the estate 
as yet from being sold or divided. The present 
value of this property is undoubtedly much greater 
than it was at the time of the decease of the former 
owner, as forty thousand dollars have been offered 
for a portion of it which was at that time valued at 
twenty-five thousand dollars. So that on the whole 
our friend is safe in reckoning the amount of his 
legacy as at least from twenty-five to thirty thousand 
dollars. 


Quackery—Veronica Quinquefolia. 

It is a thankless task to fight humbug in its various 
phases. No sooner is it killed in one form, than it 
rises in another guise more specious than before. 
One theory which quack doctors most make use of 
is, that all diseases arise from impurity of the blood 
—if wecan only purify the blood, all diseases will 
disappear. This is beautiful in theory, and takes 
readily with the ignorant and easily gullible. The 
only objection to it is, that it has not the least foun- 


dation in fact. If any man, whether calling himself 
a Le ap oye or not, talks about purifying the blood, it 
is safe to set him down as a humbug of the rankest 
kind. Some weeks ago we saw a long article in the 
N. Y. Tribune, recommending the root of Veronica 
ye as a grand panacea for scrofula in all 
ts forms. - We felt grieved to see such a quackish 
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article in so widely circulated a paper, but let it pass 
unnoticed. Now that we see in our esteemed cotem- 
porary, the Rural New Yorker, another article by the 
author of the one which appeared in the Tribune, we 
feel called upon to expose the thing. On reading 
these articles we, of course, suspected that there was 
a cat hidden under the meal, and upon making an 
inquiry, we ascertained that the writer of the articles 
was selling the root at three dollars an ounce, or two 
ounces for five dollars. The price of the article in 
the New York drug and herb stores, is less than one 
dollar a pound! The editors of the Tribune and 
Rural New-Yorker, have unwittingly allowed the use 
of their columns to aid a private and extortionate 
speculation. It is a sort of spasmodic revival of an 
old thing which has been before the public in one 
way or another for the past 20 years. The medicine 
in question is the root of a plant, the proper botan- 
ical name of which is Veronica Virginica and has 
been called Leptandra Virginica, and Veronica quin- 
efolia. The common name is Culver’s Root, and 
t is sometimes called Indian physic. Though not 
very common around New York, it is abundant 
enough through the West. 

In regard to the medicinal qualities of the plant, 
we have only to say, that it is much used by the so- 
called “herb doctors,’? and it possesses powerful 
cathartic and emetic properties. We judge it to be 
altogether too active an agent to be used unadvisedly. 
If one is ill enough to require a medicine of this kind, 
he is in a condition to need the advice of an intelli- 
gent physician. We are decidedly opposed to indis- 
criminate dosing, hence we exclude from our col- 
umns all advertisements of patent or quack medi- 
cines, although people who have these to sell, can, 
from the large profit they make, afford to offer very 
high prices for advertisements.—American Agricul- 
turist. 


Dr. Herz—Prejudice against Jews. 

Dr. Herz the eminent Surgeon and Anatomist, at 
Erlangen, was lately unanimously recommended by 
the whole university, the theological faculty not ex- 
cepted, to the Minister of Public Instruction for a 


professorship. This appointment, we now learn, has 
not been made, it being said that the King of Bavaria 
himself refused to ratify the nomination. 


——___9+9@+e———_——— 
OBITUARY. 


Dr. Catvin West.—Dr. Calvin West, died in Hagerstown, 
Indiana, August 25th, of Camp Diarrhea, contracted while on 
duty, during and after the siege of Vicksburg, as special Sur- 
geon to the 8th Regiment, Indiana Volunteers. His illness 
continued twenty-seven days, and he lived twelve days after 
his arrival at home. 

In Dr. West, the profession of Indiana has lost one of its 
most useful members. He was a zealous and intelligent prac- 
titioner, and a student and learner to the last, losing no op- 
portunity to add to his professional acquirements. 


————-- oe" 


MARRIED. 


Bacon—O’MEARA.—On the 27th of August, 1863, by the Rev. 
Charles Hill, James Bacon, M. D., of Baltimore, and Mary M. 
O'Meara, of Philadelphia. e- 


DIED. 


Cuestoy.—On the 14th of August, on board the steamer 
Charles McDougald, on his way from Vicksburg to St, Louis, 
Dr. Elijah Cheston, Assistant Surgeon U. 8. A., son of Elijah 
Cheston, Bucks County. 

SrePHENS.—At Tappantown, Rockland County, N. Y., on 
Sunday, September 6th, after a protracted and severe illness 
Caroline Elizabeth, wife of James J. Stephens, M. D., and 
eldest daughter of Rev. Isaac D. Cole, in the 39th year of her 


age. 
VANDEVENTER.—At Roslyn, L. I., on Sunday, September 
6th, Samuel Gelston, son of Dr. Hugh B. and Harriet E. Van- 





deventer, in the ninth year of his age. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


For the information of those who are not authors, we will 
state that MANUSCRIPT INTENDED FOR PUBLICATION MUST BB 
WRITTEN ON BUT ONE SIDE of the sheet. If greater care was 
taken in the preparation of copy, much trouble would be 
saved to printers, and mistakes would rarely or never be 
made. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


Subscribers desiring old back numbers (excepting Nos. 304, 
305, 308, 309, and 310, which are still due, and will be sent 
will please remember and send money to pay for them, 
for postage, as many of the numbers are growing scarce, 
we have to pre-pay the postage, two cents a number. 
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of Medicine and Surgery in all their departments, and we confidently look to the 


Profession for their countenance and support. 


mmunications, Essays, Items 


of Intelligence, Biographical Sketches, etc., are respectfully solicited. 


Terms oF SunscriIPTION—$3 per annum, or $1.50 per 6 mos., invariably in advance. 
Specimen numbers furnished gratis, 





Single Numbers. 

The price of single numbers is Ten Cents. Those wishing 
extra numbers of current issues, or back numbers to complete 
volumes for binding, can obtain them by enclosing to us the 
PRICE and STAMP to prepay the postage. 


Missing Numbers. 


Where numbers have not been received, but have been cor- 
rectly mailed, we will supply others without charge, if applica- 
tion is made within three months from date of such numbers, and 
stamps be enclosed to prepay postage. If the fault lies with us 
they will always be replaced gratis. 


Back Volumes, 


We have on hand a number of back volumes of the Reporter 
since its commencement as a weekly in 1858. We will furnish 
them unbound at the subscription price, one dollar and a half per 
volume, or bound at two dollars and a quarter. These will make 
a handsome and valuable addition to a library. We can still 
make up a few complete sets of the weekly, containing NINE 
VOLUMES, or SIX THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN 


PAGES. 
Wanted. 


Subscribers having any of the following numbers to spare, will 
confer a favor, and likewise be credited on their running sub- 
sctiptions, with such as they may return us, 

Vols. 1, Il, U1 & IV. All the numbers. 
Vol V. No. 1, Oct. 6, 603; No. 19, Feb. 9, ’61. 
“ VI. Nos. 18, 19, Aug. 3, 10, "61. 
“© VII. Nos. 1, 2, 6, Oct. 5,12, Nov. 9, 61,3 Nos. 10 to 23, 
Dec. 7, ’61, to March 8, “63. 
“ VIL yet 18, 19, 22, 23, July 26, Aug. 2, 9, 30, 
Sept. 6, 62. 
- 5. ts 6, 7, 8, 13 & 14, 17 & 18, Nov. 8, 15, 225 °62, 
Dec. 27, ‘62 & Jan. 3, °63, Jan. 24 & 31, 63. 
Ansyers to Correspondents. 

We are glad"fo give any information in our power, in our 
Answers to Correspondents; also to superintend the purchasing of 
Beoks, Instruments, etc., and to see that they are carefully Ex- 
pressed to subscribers. 


Subscribers’ Address. 
Subscribers should be PARTICULAR to give us their AD- 





DRESS IN FULL, and in changing their location, should in- 
form us where they have been residing, as well as where they) 
change to. i 





Agents. 

J. HULME, J. ROWE SMITH, S. D. ALLEN, and H. P, 
THROOP, are now traveling in their respective fig)ds 5 they are 
in every respect to be relied on, and their receipt will be acknow- 
ledged by us. Changes in this list should be noticed. 


Special Notice, 

Our agents are authorized to receive subscriptions, and collect 
from old subscribers, in accordance with the published terms. To 
prevent mistakes, subscribers wili receive, in addition to the re- 
ceipt given by the agent, a receipt from this office. If this is 
not received in the second, third, or fourth number after the pay- 
ment is made, subscribers will please notify us. 


Commutations. 

We will furnish Toe Loxpon Lancet, BRAITHWAITR’s 
RetTRosPEcT, and Von DcBen’s MicroscopicaL Dia@no- 
818, at reduced rates, if subscribed for in connection with the 
Reporter. The price of the Lancet is $5; Reporter and 
Lancet, fur one year, 86. Braithwaite, $2.50; Reporter and 
— $5. Von Duben, $1; Reporter and Von Duben, 

3.60. 


Rates of Advertising. 

Lins. Imo. 3 mos. Omos. Tyre 
Ten lines or less......0++e000- $2 $2234 $35 
Quarter column.. cove 30 5° 
Half —_— eset 50 go 
One le eves go 150 
One page. 150 250 
teol. page. 
1 ins, in 2 weeks, 1 yeaf.......... $5 $9 $150 
“ 1 month, 60 100 
2 weeks, ext 60 100 
1 month, 5° 75 

Payable quarterly in advance, 


e Postage. 
After July 1st, 1863, the postage on the REPORTER will be re- 
duced to TWENTY CENTS PER YEAR. 
Vaccine Virus. 
Physicians desiring a supply of reliable matter. carefully put 
up in air-tight cases, can obtain it gratis by enclosing a stamp to 
this office. , « 


Address, Medical and Durgical Reporter, Purwaverrsia, Pa. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


~ 


NIVERSITY OF Fun? petevas IA,—PHILADEL- 
PHIA. MEDICAL DEPARTM 


NINETY-EIGHTH all (1863-64. ) 


WILLIAM Greson, M. D., 
Emeritus Professor of Surgery. 
GrorGe B. Woop, M. D., 
Emeritus Professor of Theory and Practice,of Medicine. 
SAMUEL JACKSON, M. D 
Emeritus Professor of Institutes of Medicines. 
Hvau L. Honaeg, M. D., 
Emeritus Professor of Obstetries and the Diseases of Women and 
Josapn Carson, M. D., Children.] 
Professor of Materia Medica and Pharmacy. 
Ropert E. Rogers, M. D., 
Professor of Chemistry. 
Josepu Letpy, M. D., 
Professor of Anatomy. 
Henry H, Smirs, M. D., 
Professor of Surgery. 
Wii11aM Pepper, M., D., 
Professor of Theory and Practicejof Medicine. 
F. Gurney Sirn, M. 
Professor of Institutes of Medicine. 

R. A. F. Penrose, M. D., 

Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 
Jouxs H. Packarp, M. D., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

The Lectures of the Session will beginjon the second Monday of Octo- 
ber and close on the first of March. 

One Introductory will be delivered to the Course. 

Clinical Instruction is given throughout the Session, in the Medical 
Hall, by the Professors, and at the Hospitals. At the Philadelphia 
Hospital, containing 571 beds, instruction is free. 

Military Surgery and Hygie ne will be fully taught by the appropriate 
chairs. 

The Dissecting Rooms, under the superintendence of the Professor of 
Anatomy and the Demonstrator, are open from the middle of September. 

The Room for Operative Surgery and the Application of Bandages, 
&c., is open early in Se ptember and throughout the Session, under the 
supervision of the Professor of Surgery. 

C. 8. Bisnop,-M. D., 


Eurgical Demonstrators, {i Lenox Hopae, M. D. 
Fees.—For the Lectures (each Professor $15), $105 ; Matriculation Fee 
(paid once only), $5; Graduation Fee, $30. 
R. E. ROGERS, M. D., Dean of the Medical Faculty, 
University Building. 
SAMUEL Price, Janitor, 
University Building. 
P. 8.—Board may be had at from $2.50 to $6 per week. 


h EDICAL COLLEGE OF OHIO, 
SESSION OF 1863-64. 
The regular Course of Instruction in this Institution will open on 
Monday, the second day of November, and continue four months, Clin- 
ical Lectures will be delivered during the month of October. 


FACULTY: 
L. M. Lawson. M_D., Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine. 
Geo. C. BLACKMAN, 'M. D., Professor of Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 
W. W. Dawson, M. D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 
M. B. Wright, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women 
and Children. 
JAMES Gran sm, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
Nrison SAYLER, A M, L. L. B , Professor of Chemistry. 
CRARLES KEARNS, M. b., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Fres—Professor’s Tickets, #60. Matriculation Ticket, (payable once, ) 
25 Dissecting Ticket, $5. ‘Commercial Hospital Ticket, $5. St. John’s 
liospital Ticket, $3. Graduation Fee, $25. 

Students have the privilege of taking any number of tickets that may 
suit their purposes, Boarding can be obtained at $2.50 to $3.00 per 
» week. Students will be aided in procuring boarding houses, by apply- 
> ing at the College, on the south side of Sixth street, between Vine and 
Race streets. 

Further information may be obtained by addressing the Dean. 

L. WSON, M. D., Deay, 
South-east corner Sixth and Race Streets. 


1m—355 
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EDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE, 
i .L The Course of Lectures for 1863-64 commence on THURSDAY, 
| SEPTEMBER 17rn, and continue seventeen weeks. 
JONATHAN Knicut, M. D., Professor of Surgery. . 
_ WortHiNGTON Hooker, M. D., Professor of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine. 
BenJAMIN SILLIMAN, Jr., M. D., Professor of Chemistry and Phar- 





b moecy. 


Pitny A, Jewett, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Medical Juris- 
prudence. 
) CHARLEs A, lovey, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 
| peutics. 
LeonarD J. SANFORD, M. D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 
Matriculation, $5; Lecture Fees, $68.50 ; Demonstrators’ Ticket, 35; 


Graduation Fee, $15. 
4 CHARLES A. LINDSLEY, M. D., 
~_ Haven, July 22d, 1863, Deun of the Faculty. 








—eEeeerrrre-eo-~ rarer“ 
PReeet evant COLLEGE OF DENTAL 8p; 


THE EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION, 1863—64, 


FACULTY: 
J. D. WHITE, D. D. 8., 
Emeritus Professor. 
T. L. BUCKINGHAM, D. D.§&. 
Professor of Chemistry and Metallurgy. 
oa Profesor of Dea 1 Physiol a0 tive Dentis 
rofessor of Denta! ology an rative Dent 
E. WILDMAN, D. D. S., - ad " a 
Professor of Mechanical Dentistry. 
ied ~ sf Pr iples of D 1S d Th 
ofessor of Principles of Dental Surgery an erapeu 
W. 8. FORBES, M. D., taetpten nial oe 
Professor of Anatomy ‘and Physiology. 
JAMES TRUMAN, D. D, &., 
Demonstrator of Operative Dentistry. 
E. N. BAILEY, D. D. 8., 
D trator of Mechanical Dentistry. 
The regular Course will commence on the first Monday of Novenly 
and continue until the first of March ensuing. 
During October the Laboratory will be open, and a Clinical Let 
delivered every Saturday, by one of the Professors, at 3 o'clock, P. ¥ 
The most ample facilities are furnished for a thorough course of pry. 
tical instruction. 
Tickets for the Course, Demenstrators’ Tickets included, $100, Mar. 
culation Fee, $5. Diploma Fee, $30. 
For further information, address 





C. N. PEIRCE, Deay, 
__349-6m. 501 N. Seventh St., Philadelphia, 


PHILADELPHIA DENTAL COLLEGE.—FIR3} 
ANNUAL SESSION, 1863-64. 


ACULTY. 
C. A. Krxassury, D.D.S8., Professor of Dental Physiology and Ops 
tive Dentistry. 
— Warp ez, D.D.S., Professor of Mechanical Dentistry and Mew 


urgy. 
J. si McQuiLLEN, D.D.S., Professor of Anatomy, Physiology and iy 
ene. 
J. Foster Frage, D.D.S., Professor of Institutes of Dentistry. 
Henry Morroy, ‘A.M. , Professor of Chemistry. 
Geo. W. Exxis, D.D. s., Demonstrator of Operative Dentistry. 
Ww. Goraes, D.D.S., Demonstrator of Mechanical Dentistry. 

The Dispensary and Laboratory of the College will be open, and p 
liminary lectures will be delivered by one of the Professors, every iy 
during the month of October; the lecture on Wednesday of each wei 
at 3 o'clock, P. M., to be devoted to Clinical teaching. The rem 
Course of Instruction will commence on the first Monday of Novemlx 
and continue until the close of the ensuing February. 

The Lectures will be amply illustrated by the extensive and valuik 
collections of Anatomical, Pathological and Mineralogical specima 
and the Philosophical and Chemical apparatus of the incumbents oft 
various Chairs, and every opportunity will be afforded in the Clinica 
Laboratory for obtaining a practical knowledge of Operative and & 
chanical Dentistry. 

Frrs.—Matriculation (paid but once), $5; Tickets for the Cour, 
cluding the Demonstrators’, $100; Diploma, $30. 

For further particulars, address 

J. H. McQUILLEN, Deay, 
347-6m 1112 Arch Street, Philadelphia 


IRON ATI COLLEGE OF MEDICINE AN 


SURGER 
SESSIONS OF 1863-64. 

The Sixteenth Regular Course of Lectures in this Institution t= 
commence on Tuesday, the 27th day of October, 1863, and continue fiz 
mouths, Preliminary Lectures will be given for two weeks previous! 
the regular course. 

The Fourth Spring Session will commence on the first Tuesday ® 
March, 1864, and end the last week in June. 

At the close of each term the Degree of Doctor in Medicine will 
conferred npon all candidates who shall have complied with the reqv 
itions of the school, and passed a satisfactory examination. 

Fees for each Course.—Professors’ Tickets, $35.00; Matriculatia 
Ticket, $5.00; Demonstrator’s Ticket, $5.00; Commercial Hospit 
Ticket, $5.00 ; Graduation Fee, $25.00. 

Boarding can be obtained at from $2.50 to $3.50 per week. Svudet': 
on their arrial in the city, by calling at the College, 8. W. corner Lo 
worth Street and Central Avenue, will onducted to a boarding how 
by the Janitor. 

For particulars see announcement, or address 

Pror. A. H. BAKER, M. D., Prestpent, 
316 West Siath "Street, ’ Cincinnati, wr 
R. C. 8. Reep, M. D., Registrar. 


Drs INSTRUMENTS — TEETH,.— JOHN aa 
No. 22 North KIGHTH Street, Philadelphia, manufacturer of rw 
kinds of Porcelain Festhe Dental Instruments, Materit! 











*| etc., wholesale and retail. 





ING & BAIRD, No. 607 Sansom Street, Philaé 
English and German Book and Job PRINTIN G, Set eres 
ELECTROTYPING, oes promptl M executed in the best manner ane 
reasonable terms. Publishers o rae Books (Standard Edition) 
he use of the Protectant Episcopal Chi 





